2

VALENCIA  COLLEGE

Course Syllabus

Freshman Composition II - ENC 1102

Term 201910-W42

Fall 2018

Instructor:
William Luse             


Email:              wluse@mail.valenciacollege.edu
Dept. Phone: 407-299-5000 ext. 1313

COURSE PREREQUISITE

You must have passed ENC 1101 or its equivalent with a grade of C or higher.

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVE

     This is primarily a course in essay writing based on the critical analysis of literature - short stories, poetry, and/or drama. Some essays will be written in class. By session's end you will have produced a minimum of 6,000 words, which number includes a required 3,000 word (approx.) library research paper.

     In addition, we will refine and reinforce writing skills acquired in ENC 1101, and develop the ability to discuss assigned literary works in a classroom setting. There will also be some exercise work aimed toward the mastery of English grammar, particularly in the areas of parallelism, subordination and co-ordination of ideas, sentence variety, use and placement of modifiers, and subject-verb and pronoun agreement (see attached list). 

     [VC faculty has defined four inter-relational competencies (Think, Value, Communicate, Act) that prepare students to succeed in the world community. These competencies are outlined in the college catalog. In this course, through classroom activities, discussions, and speeches you will further your mastery of these core competencies.]

TEXTBOOKS

Portable Literature: reading, reacting, writing. Kirszner & Mandell. 9th edition. Thompson-Wadsworth

       The Little Seagull Handbook. 3rd edition. Bullock and Weinberg

       You will also need a good dictionary, a big fat heavy one that won’t fit in your pocket.

MATERIALS
In-class essays will be written on 8.5 x 11 loose-leaf lined paper. Use blue or black ink and write on one side of the paper only. Typed essays must be double-spaced. Do not type on notebook paper, and all paper must be white, not yellow, purple or turquoise. Out of class papers must be typed. If using a word processing program such as MS Word, use a standard font style and size, such as Times New Roman 12, which is what you are reading right now.

        --Do not hand in anything written in pencil.

--Illegible essays will pay a penalty according to the following rule: if I can't read it, it's wrong.

Failure to adhere to the above strictures will result in the grade dropping one level.

LATE AND MISSING ASSIGNMENTS

       

A paper is late if it is not on my desk at the beginning of the class for 

               which it is due. If you will be absent on that day, you may turn it in early. If 

               you are absent on the day a paper is assigned, it is your responsibility to find out

               what happened. Exchange phone numbers with someone in class, and use each 

               other as a resource. You may also email one or more of your fellow classmates 

               to find out what you missed during an absence. If the occasion of your absence 

               is an emergency, you may email me using the address above. A note on 

               Canvas: I use it only to email students and  to post certain files, including 

               the syllabus (also available at Faculty Front Door). Communicate with me via 

               your Atlas email account.            

       
Permission to make up late work will be granted entirely at my discretion and 


   handled on a case-by-case basis. The operating principle will be fairness to those

   students who complete assignments on time. If you fail to turn in one essay, whether

   in or out of class, you may take an F and continue on, subject to the condition that 

   you will later do a make-up essay, the grade for which will be merged with the F.

   You are allowed to do this only once. If it happens a second time the grade will be a

   stand-alone F. Neither can you pass without the research paper, which is a college 

   requirement. If either of these two circumstances arises, withdraw yourself and save me the

   trouble. In short, all assignments must be completed if you are to pass the course.


   
The rule is that students in classes running from morning until noon have until the 

       college closes that night, around 10 P.M., to turn the paper in without penalty. After-

       noon and evening students have until noon the following day. Thereafter the grade

       drops one level per day (this includes weekends). You may turn in a late paper to the

       Communications Dept. secretary and tell her it’s for me. Or you may email a paper to my Atlas

       account to prove that you have completed it on time. But you must still print it out and bring it

       to the very next class. If you do not, the original grade penalty will apply.


             No assignment will be accepted after the last regular class meeting of the session 

       prior to final exams. The Final Exam date and time can be found at this link: 

       http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar/FinalExam.cfm

ATTENDANCE


   
After three absences you will be sent an excessive absence notice via email, and a 

       fourth absence will result in your being withdrawn from the course, unless you can

       convince me of the seriousness of your desire to continue, a cause which has already

       been injured by the fact of those three absences. If you leave class early without permission, no  

       matter how much time is left, you will be counted absent. If you know you will have to leave 

       early due to some urgency, let me know before class. Arriving late for class twice will also 

       count as an absence.

GRADING

        All writing projects: 100%. All essays, including the study question portfolio, count 

      equally except for the Research Paper, which counts double. Classroom participation

      can help your grade as long as you’re carrying a C- average. How much it helps is up

      to me.  Failure to have a rough draft ready when assigned will result in your grade dropping one 

      level. To repeat: All assignments must be completed if you are to pass the course.

      Believe it or not, I want you to make the best grade possible. Therefore, assuming a consistent

      effort on your part to improve, my evaluation will lean more toward what you can do at the end 

      rather than the beginning.

            Note: The Add/Drop Refund deadline is Oct. 8th.  The withdrawal deadline is Nov. 16th. Students who withdraw before the deadline will receive a W. Students can still be withdrawn after the deadline but only by me, which I will do if any are in violation of the attendance policy. Such students will receive a grade of W or F depending on the circumstances.

        PLAGIARISM


         Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words, ideas, pictures, designs, and/or 

                     intellectual property without the correct documentation and punctuation. Taking the

                     words or ideas of another and passing them off as your own is stealing. Any 

                     evidence of it will result in an F for the assignment in question and possibly your

                     being withdrawn from the course.

  Adherence to Form: 

     1. Maintain one inch margins on both sides of the page and at the top and bottom. 

     2. First page of all assignments: List your name, the date, and the assignment title  

         in the upper right hand corner; put your name and a page number on all 

         succeeding pages. 

     3. Center the title on the top line of the first page. All essays must have a title  

         except in-class essays. 

     4. For out-of-class essays, staple the pages at home. Your teacher does not carry a 

         stapler. For in-class essays, lay the pages flat; do not tear and fold one corner. 

     5. Illegible essays will be returned unread. Hard-to-read essays will be graded 

         according to that previously stated simple rule: if I can't read it, it's 

        wrong. 

     6. Reminder: use blue or black ink and write on one side of the paper only. 

More: 

     1. Always bring your textbooks, a notebook, and a pen to class. If in-class  work is 

         assigned, you will not be allowed to look on with, or borrow from, a neighbor. 

     2. No smoking, food or drink in class. You may chew gum as long as you don't 

         make noise. 

     3. If you carry a cell phone or beeper, turn it off before entering class. If it

         happens more than once, you'll be counted absent. If the phone is in your hand 

        after class starts, you are assumed to be using it. Do not wear headphones in 

        class - same penalty. In short, all electronic devices – phones, laptops, Ipads, etc.

        - are banned from classroom activities. Use of them during in-class essays, for 

         example, will result in an F for the assignment, unless you have permission for 

         such use from the Office of Student Disabilities.

     4. Classroom etiquette: Use of foul or vulgar language in your papers or during 

         class discussions; rude or abusive behavior toward fellow classmates, or of any

         kind that otherwise disrupts the civilized atmosphere necessary  to the

         educational task, will not be tolerated. You’ll be warned once; after that we’ll

         see about finding you an exit strategy.  (Note: the definition of words like

        ‘foul’, ‘vulgar’, and ‘rude’ are not to be found in the eye of the beholder, but in

                      mine.)   The Student Code of Conduct can be found in the Student Handbook or at this  

                      link: http://valenciacollege.edu/studentdev/CampusInformationServices.cfm
                  5. This syllabus is subject to change as the instructor deems necessary. 

From the College: Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.

From Valencia’s chief of security: We want to reassure you that our security officers are here around the clock to ensure the safety and security of the campus community. It’s important to remain alert and aware of your surroundings, especially during the early morning or evening hours. Remember that you can always call security for an escort if you feel uncomfortable walking alone on campus. White security phones can also be found in many of our buildings; simply pick up the phone and security will answer. 
Finally, report any suspicious persons to West Campus Security at 407-582-1000, 407-582-1030 (after-hours number) or by using the yellow emergency call boxes located on light poles in the parking lots and along walkways.

COMPOSITION STANDARDS FOR ESSAYS

CONTENT………………………………… 1. An acceptable subject

       





2. An introduction containing a thesis

    





    statement that suits the subject







3. A body that contains at least three 







    paragraphs developing the thesis 







    statement.







4. A conclusion that sums up the body







    and echoes the thesis.

PARAGRAPH CONTENT………………..   1. A topic sentence that is a product 

 





     of the thesis statement.






             2. Adequate details to develop the 







      topic sentence (usually contained







      in a minimum of five sentences, not






                  all of which are simple sentences).







  3. A clincher, or closing sentence,

 





       that sums up the body of the para-







       graph and echoes the topic sentence.

SENTENCE CONTENT……………………    A subject and a predicate arranged in a






                pattern that makes sense and is free from






                distracting grammatical errors.

GRAMMATICAL ERRORS: MAJOR…….     1. Sentence sense







     2. Sentence fragments







     3. Comma splices







     4. Fused (run-on) sentence







     5. Agreement (pronoun and subject-verb)







     6. Verb Forms







     7. Misplaced, ambiguous, and dangling







         Modifiers.

GRAMMATICAL ERRORS: MINOR………………… 1.  Manuscript form

(these remain minor as long as you don’t commit

too many of them.)



                   2.   Capitals

3. Italics

4. Abbreviations and numbers

5. Commas

6. Semi-colons

7. Apostrophes

8. Quotations

9. Punctuation

10. Spelling

11. Good usage

12. Exactness

13. Wordiness

14. Omission

15. Unity

16. Prounoun reference

17. Parallelism

18. Variety

19. Subordination

20. Coherence

Course Calendar

The following schedule is approximate and subject to change. To know what’s going on, you have to be in class.


There will be some grammar assignments for review purposes.

*More on the research paper: if you present a completed, typed rough draft (including works cited) at the time of your conference, and turn the paper in on time, you will be allowed to re-write it to raise the grade one level. No late papers will be accepted, since you are permitted to turn in as many rough drafts as you want. You may also re-write one other out of class paper to the same effect. There are no rewrites for in-class essays.

Order of the stories                                                                         Order of the Essays

Week 1 – Intro to course and syllabus

“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant (handout)             Study questions

Week 2 –             






Likes and Dislikes

Week 3 – Intro to Research Paper 

                Model paper, topic discussions

Week 4 – Topic discussions

Week 5 – Story TBA 






Study questions

Week 6 - ------






Comparison/Contrast
Week 7 – “A&P” by John Updike




Study questions

Week 8 – “Araby” by James Joyce                                                     Study questions

Week 9 - 







In-class essay
Week 10 – “The Rocking Horse 

                   Winner” by D.H. Lawrence                                              Discussion

Week 11 – “A Rose for Emily” by 

                  William Faulkner                                                               Discussion/optional paper

Week 12 – “First Confession” by Frank 

                  O’Connor (handout)




Discussion/final exam  










prep

Week 13 – “Barn Burning” by Faulkner

                      “Guests of the Nation” by O’Connor
Week 14 – Final exam: See Valencia’s academic calendar for dates.                                      

*Other stories may be offered for extra credit, or for the opportunity to have the  resulting grade merged with the lower grade previously assigned to a late or missing paper.

Valencia Community College, West Campus

Theme Grades for Enc 1101 and 1102

Grades on written work range from A to F. They are based on both content and form. The criteria for each grade are listed below. Your instructor assumes that you will do the assignment as instructed, and that when you choose your own topic, you will select one appropriate to exposition.

The A Theme 

1. has a clearly stated thesis, accurately written topic sentences that support the thesis, and sufficient fresh detail to support the topic sentences: 

2.  is logical and generally thought-provoking; 

3.  has clear and effective organization and appropriate   

   transitional devices between paragraphs and between and

   within sentences; 

4. employs variety in length and structure of sentences; 

5.  uses words correctly and avoids wordiness, jargon, pretentious diction and slang; 

6.  is virtually free of errors in grammar, sentence structure, punctuation, and spelling, and of common weaknesses in writing (overuse of passive voice, shifts in focus, awkward phrasing, and other errors listed under *Weaknesses* below). 

The B Theme 

1. has a clearly stated thesis, topic sentences that support the thesis, and adequate details to support each topic sentence;    

2. is logical and occasionally thought-provoking; has clear

   organization and appropriate transitional devices between

3. paragraphs and sentences; 

4. uses words acceptably without awkwardness or wordiness;

5. uses appropriate coordination and subordination; 

 6. is relatively free of errors in grammar (See #6 under A Theme.) 

     The C Theme 

1. has a passable thesis, topic sentences that relate to the thesis

   and some detail to support each topic sentence;

 2. is logical but rarely thought-provoking: 

 3. has recognizable organizational pattern and overall  

    coherence;

 4. lacks accurate word choice and tends to be awkward or

    wordy; 

 5. lacks sentence variety; 

 6. contains occasional errors in grammar. (See #6 under A Theme.) 

The D Theme 

1. lacks a clear thesis or fails to develop the thesis it does have; 

2. is frequently illogical; 

3. lacks organization beyond an elementary level;

4. uses monotonous sentence structure and phrasing:

5. tends to prefer general to specific words; 

 6. contains frequent errors in grammar. (See #6 under the A Theme.) 

The F Theme

1. lacks a clear thesis, organization, and/or    development:

 2. is illogical;

3. fails to use specific words; frequently uses wrong words: 

4. uses elementary sentence structure: 

 5. has frequent errors in grammar. (See #6 under the A Theme.)

Weaknesses characteristic of D and F writing: 

1. inaccurate word choice            

2. obscure or ambiguous phrasing 

3. unjustifiable sentence fragments    

4. run-on sentences 

 5. fused sentences 

6. comma splices                     

7. lack of subject-verb agreement

 8. lack of pronoun-antecedent agreement

 9. inappropriate shifts in tense, voice, mood, tone, etc.

10. Misplaced modifiers

11. misuse of common marks of punctuation 

12. Inappropriate capitalization 

13. Inconsistent numbering system

14. excessive misspellings

15. Uncoventional manuscript form

16. illegible handwriting or careless typing
